Dear Jim, 


re 1/22/95 Transcript 


3/23/75 
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so they grabbed Steve's ait , . ? “ l,2e copies she aidn t remove the clips, 
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J im filed his letter, which had to he taken as first step in litigation, for both 
of us on all the still-withheld transcripts. I was for this as the fact of it shows. 
Mine was the first request, so I hope Paul takes this as fair treatment. I'm without 
doubt that others will so regard it, 

Prior to calling Steve I was feeling my way around, I made the first start with 
the local CBS affiliate, a nothing station that has recently added young people to 
its news staff. They may now be the entire news staff. A 23-year-old woman was to have 
come Friday to read the transcript as see if she could make a pitch to CBS but RCA's 
servicing of their UH machines is hapharard and never prompt, theirs are eating up 
ribbons, and she had to go in quest of ribbons so they’d continue to get wire copy! 

She did her internship with PBS, All Things Considered, and plans to tape some- 
thing to offer them. " ~ 

There is just too much to do to do anything as well as it should be done. Too 
mucn, some tension— laden, coincided with thanking of thii and figuring out what to do, 

Lesar and I both felt it wisest, without even discussing it, to say as little as 
possible over the phone. He asked me no single question about the content. 

_ &e never know who — if anyone — is listening in or if so is cued in or how. There 
is always the question do other minds and interests lead to the same interpretations 
of meaning. So, in the absence of need I didn’t offer and Jim didn't ask. 

Of the unseen possible interests, one exactly coincides with the doctrine of 
O’Toole's book, which is getting quite extensive attention. (Received your 3/19 
m a i l i n g but no time yet to read yesterdaISs mail. Lil made bills for the orders 
in it and I've made the packages.) I’ve read all the press stuff of which I received 
copies so I know the Penthouse approach, I’ve read the condensation in the 
and begun the hook. With catcning a couple of his appearances it is obvious to me that 

a direct CIA connection is immaterial. It serves their immediate interest. I could 
easily argue •= and do relieve — tliat they leaked the submarine story while appe aring 
to be aghast at the very thought. There is no mention of CIA in this transcript but 
much on PBi. 

(Steve was funny in mimici n g Ejn n i ng er 8 s accent every time Kissinger calls him 
in to remonstrate about something Steve has written.) 

I’ve not yet made up my mind about phoning McKinley. Lesar had no advice. If I 
do it will be today. 

With proper attention and reaction there is enough in this alone to break the 
whole thing open. Odds against but far from impossible in today's climate. Steve 
says nobody asks questions any more, just accepts each new scandal. He says he was 
consulted about accepting the new Eoadstein book and recommended against it. *t is 
loadedjrfith anti-Nixon stories of a personal nature, or drinking orgies, etc. We had 
sffise oa the kin d of discussion this would lead to and X encapsulated what I have in 
the WO book. 

^ He liau had one ox nis staff phone me when they got the first Penthouse release© 

Be kept everything for me and had his staffer tape the press conference for me. H© 
sent me everyt hing . 

Before he got here yesterday I did enough work to tire me, woodcutting and hauling. 

After he left I s ki mme d the mail and got to packaging. I’d not had time to do 
Friday s. Both days came to 32, of which only 2 were for WIT. (l did -bake in my 
Biack Journal appearance as aired in DC last night without mention of the name of the 
publisher, atypical but the station said it would endanger its license to do it! Ex 
Post used reruns of trashy shows for competing "highlights." They edited out all on 
WWIY. ho censorship in editing.) At the rate sales have been I'll have to wonder about 
trying to finance some reprinting or letting so go out of print. This packaging takes 
a big hunk out of each day. However, the interest reflecting is impressive and I think 
quite significant, l'oday I’ll have to clean up on the down wood because this may be the 
asst need of the season, except for getting some ready for next year, to use with green 
wood then* This kind of survival t h i nkin g has become predominating. But the combination 
interferes seriously with productivity where I'd prefer producing. In haste. 



